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How to Read the Charts

These charts can help you to see how the
public views the president and Congress, and
how this may affect voter turnout.

The top chart contains flags that identify
relevant events. The light-blue areas repre-
sent recessions. The second chart shows
presidential job-approval ratings, while the U.S. bombs Hanoi |
third chart shows Congressional job ap- ‘Johnson, Kosygin meet |
proval. The bottom chart shows voting and Railroad stike
voter registration based on data from the & Tet Offensive
Committee for the Study of the American 'nps ot
Electorate. The years are at the bottom.
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emergent force of the 1996 cam-  work,” she says, but after years of taking
paign, will be as critical in 1998 as some a back seat to glamorous media consul-
analysts have predicted. TV of any sort tants and pollsters, “this year, we’re not
“will play a less-important role” this fall, trailer trash.”
predicts Steve Owens, a Democrat run-
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ning for Congress in Arizona.

Mr. Owens is stepping up his own
turnout effort with visits to such prime De-
mocratic targets as senior-citizen centers
and Indian reservations, in addition to
using phone banks and direct mail.
Among the tools available to this year’s
candidates: Computer programs with
names such as Turnout Advantage, Smart
Select and Vote Predictor that, according
to Democratic consultant Hal Malchow,
enable campaigns to identify the voters
who really matter by gauging “the exact
probability” a person will vote.

Getting Out of Hand

Some veteran strategists fear the
stress on “base” turnout is getting out of
hand. “It’s not as if nobody from the mid-
dle of the electorate shows up,” says Geoff
Garin, a Democratic pollster, who notes
television advertisements’ ability to affect
the swing voter.

The Wisconsin House campaign Mr.
Murray is running — Paul Ryan’s bid for
the seat being vacated by fellow Republi-
can Mark Neumann — won’t neglect TV
ads. But since low turnout promises to

Triggering an Avalanche

Ms. Burnside and fellow turnout ace
Cathy Duvall have been credited with trig-
gering an avalanche of Democratic voters
for California Rep. Lois Capps’s March
special-election win in the race to succeed
her late husband, Walter Capps.

But in June, they failed to roust
enough Democrats to elect state Sen. Phil
Maloof in a New Mexico special election
for Congress.

Democrats in all of the most competi-
tive House campaigns are using at least a
bare-bones turnout program, which costs
$60,000 or so. About 20 will have the full-
scale $250,000 version, which includes a
big push for absentee voters.

For this upcoming election, the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Commit-
tee will more than quadruple its highest
previous investment in the programs,
which was about $400,000.

In California, where election officials
maintain detailed voter histories, Ms.
Burnside begins with printouts showing
how many recent elections each registered
voter has shown up for.

Combined with census data on neigh-

interviews with people in the U.S., aged 18
and older, taken by the Gallup Organization.

Presidential Approval

This chart shows job-approval ratings for
the presidents (shown at the top; light green
for Democrats; gold for Republicans). The
ratings, from 1964 to mid-September of this
year, are based on the question: “Do you ap-
prove or disapprove of the way [president’s
name] is handling his job as president?”

The red area on the chart represents peo-
ple who disapprove of the president’s perfor-
mance; cream is no opinion; and green is ap-
prove. The scales are on the left and right.

By looking at this chart and the one at
the top of the page, you will see how certain
events can affect approval ratings. Look at
Richard Nixon’s ratings and note the dra-
matic drop from January 1973 until mid-1974.
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